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VISIONS ON 11 TOPICS



L E V E L  O F  C O N C E R N  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

The survey asked Utahns to weight the topics based on their importance in light of Utah’s population growth. This 
resulted in a share of 100 points being allocated to each topic according the average level of concern for that topic.



A G R I C U LT U R E



Nelson
believes that farming and 

ranching are just one of 
many things that make 
Utah great and that as 

times change farming 
and ranching will 
need to decline in 

order to make room for 
other things that are more 
important for the future of 

the state.

Bailey
believes that farming 
and ranching are 
critical to the future of 

Utah and help to maintain 
the land and values that 
are so important to 
making Utah a great place 
to live. 

In 2007, almost a third of Utahns did not have a strong opinion 
about farming and ranching. An increasing number now agree that 

it is critical. 
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Utah Ag Production
• By 2050 we will cut our per person production in half by 

population growth alone
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Agriculture Scenarios:
How much food of our food is grown in Utah?
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65%

Increased 
cropland and food 

self-sufficiency

33%

Some farms gone; 
some crops change to 

increase food 
self-sufficiency

2%

Many farms 
gone; less food 
self-sufficiency

2%

Very many farms 
gone; much less 

food self-sufficiency

S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S :

S C E N A R I O  C H O I C E S
( A G R I C U L T U R E )



23%

Improving Utah’s food 
self-sufficiency

20%

Ensuring Utahns can eat 
locally grown food

19%

Maintaining the open 
space provided by 
farms and ranches

12%

Maintaining Utah’s 
agricultural heritage

17%

Improving rural 
Utah’s economy

8%

Allowing agricultural land and 
water to convert through market 
forces to higher-paying uses like 

houses and businesses

S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S :

I M P O R TA N T  O U T C O M E S
( A G R I C U L T U R E )



Utahns envision feeding their families with healthy, high-quality 
food grown in Utah. They see an abundance of locally grown 
products as part of a healthy lifestyle that will improve the quality 
of life for them and future generations. Utahns also envision being 
more self-reliant and less dependent on other states and countries 
to provide their food. They also want a future in which Utah’s food 
industry provides jobs across the state.

T H E  A G R I C U LT U R E  V I S I O N
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Spanish 
ForkLost Ag Land 1994-2005
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Lehi

Lehi

Lost Ag Land 1994-2005

Lost Ag Land 2005-2015

Remaining Ag Land in 2015



WAT E R



Water Scenarios:
Where will our water come from?
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33%

25% less use per 
person; new supply 
from projects, little 

from farms; max 
30% grass in 
yards/parks

24%

15% less use per 
person; new 
supply from 
projects and 

farms; max 50% 
grass in 

yards/parks

20%

40% less use per 
person; new 

supply from local 
projects and 

farms; almost no 
grass in 

yards/parks

13%

Same use per 
person as 

today; new 
supply from 
projects and 

farms

12%

25% less use per 
person; new 
supply from 
projects and 

farms; max 30% 
grass in 

yards/parks

S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S :
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12%

Limiting how much we 
need to spend 

maintaining our yards

24%

Ensuring there’s plenty of 
water in our streams and 

lakes for wildlife

13%

Ensuring there’s plenty of 
water in our streams and 

lakes for recreation

10%

Minimizing how much we 
need to spend on water 

infrastructure

8%

Ensuring we have 
sufficient grass and 

other greenery

3%

Ensuring we have 
large yards

30%

Ensuring there’s plenty of 
water for farms and food 

production

S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S :

I M P O R TA N T  O U T C O M E S
( W A T E R )
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